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A comparative study of land use policies in Japan and China
It is generally believed that comparative advantage in crop farming depends largely on factor
endowments represented by the land-labor ratio in production and the opportunity cost of farm
labor measured by the wage rate of non-farm sector. Since agriculture in Asian countries is
characterized by a strong majority of small individual farms, a rise in the wage rate associated
with economic growth under the meager factor endowments for crop production would result
in the loss of international competitiveness or comparative disadvantage in agriculture. This
naturally drains scarce resources from agriculture; the labor force declines, which is followed
by a decrease in land use intensity, and potentially an increase in farmland abandonment.
Nevertheless, it 1s worth the effort for the Asian populous countries to maintain food
production capacity at a certain level in order to help ensure food security in the world. Central
to this problem is the development of land rental markets and consolidation of scattered plots



of farmland. Although a growing body of literature has addressed these issues, there yet
remains much to be learned about the challenges and future evolution of efficient farmland
use. In this symposium, we make a comparative study of agricultural land use and the relevant
policies in Japan and China, which has important policy implications not only for these two
countries but also for the emerging economies in Asia. The hosting body, the Association for
Regional Agricultural and Forestry Economics, provides fellow members with an opportunity
to give some thoughts to this topic of academic and practical importance.

Moderators:
Keshav Lall Maharjan (Hiroshima University)
Tomoko Kinugasa (Kobe University)
Discussion opener:
Junichi Ito (Kyoto University)
Speakers:
Daisuke Takahashi (Takushoku University)
Hisatoshi Hoken (Kwansei Gakuin University)
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