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2022 International Mini-Symposium of the Association for Regional
Agricultural and Forestry Economics sponsored by the Japanese Society of
Organic Agriculture Science

Transformation towards Sustainable Agriculture, Rural Communities, and
Ecosystems: Reviewing Global Trends and Local Realities based on Inter-
disciplinary Approaches

Concept of the Symposium
In the recent decades, sustainability of agriculture, rural communities, and
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ecosystems face significant challenges under climate change, globalization, urbanization,
and environmental degradation. To respond to this crisis of agri-food system as well as
the whole society, the governments, business circle, and grassroots farmers” and civil
society movements promote alternative solutions in different ways such as agroecology,
farm diversification, digitalization, climate resilient agriculture. The Authorities of Japan,
the US, and EU declared their new strategies to transform the current agri-food system to
be ecologically, socially, and economically sustainable between 2019-2021. The UN Food
Systems Summit of 2021 is a part of these initiatives. However, the global farmers” and
civil society groups firmly contest the way in which these initiatives promote and claim
that ecological farming and localized food systems and associated traditional knowledge
of farmers, including small-scale family farmers and indigenous peoples, deserve to be
placed in the center of the debates.

To learn from the global trends of latest research, this symposium invites three experts
of agroecology and Participatory Guarantee Systems, digital agriculture and farm
diversification, and resilience of small-scale farmers to present the concepts, related
studies, policies, debates, and controversies. Dwelling on their rich research experiences
in different disciplines: sociology of agriculture and food, resource and environmental
economics, development economics, we invite participants to get involved in inter-
disciplinary debates. The symposium is the second round of two consecutive symposia to
be held from 2021 to 2022 while the former focusses on the global trends, the latter focusses
on local realities.

Symposium Organizers: Executive Board Members for Internationalization of the
Association for Regional Agricultural and Forestry Economics

Prof. MAHARJAN Keshav Lall (Hiroshima University)
Asso. Prof. MASUDA Tadayoshi (Kindai University)
Prof. SEKINE Kae (Aichi Gakuin University)

Welcome Address: President of ARAFE, ASAMI Atsuyuki (Kyoto University)
President of JSOAS, TANIGUCHI Yoshimitsu (Akita Prefectural University)

Presentation 1: Innovations for Sustainable Food Systems: Focusing on Agroecology and
Participatory Guarantee Systems
LOCONTO Allison Marie (INRAE)

Presentation 2: Rural Perspectives on Digital Agriculture: The Case of On-Farm
Diversification
Matteo Metta (University of Pisa/University of Gent)

Presentation 3: Building Resilience for Food and Nutrition Security in Africa: Focusing on
Small-Scale Farmers
UMETSU Chieko, Prof. Emeritus (Kyoto University)
(Presenter)
MIURA Ken, Assist. Prof. (Kyoto University)

Commentators: MURAMOTO Joji (University of California)
NANSEKI Teruaki (Kyushu University)
Steven McGreevy (University of Twente)

Closing Remarks:  Chair: Prof. MAHARJAN Keshav Lall (Hiroshima University)
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The 72nd Annual Meeting of the Association of
Regional Agriculture and Forestry Economics (ARAFE)

June xx, 2022

1.The Date
October 22— 23. 2022, Ryukoku University (Seta Campus)

The Schedule
[October 22, 2022]
Individual Presentation (1);  9:00- 12:00
The President's address; 13:00-13:15 (At the beginning of the lecture)
The Special lecture-meeting; 13:00-17:00
The General Meeting; 17:00-18:00
[October 23, 2022]
Individual Presentation (2-1); 9:00-14:00
Mini-Symposium; 14:00-16:00 (International, in English)

Individual Presentation (2-2); 16:00-17:00

The ARAFE hopes to hold the annual meeting in person at Ryukoku
University. However, we could decide to change to an online meeting due to
infectious diseases and natural disasters. In that case, the details will be
announced again.

Participation Fee
3,000yen for regular members
4,000yen for non-members
1,000yen for student members and student non-members

* “The Special lecture-meeting” and “Mini-Symposium” are scheduled for
simultaneous online distribution via Zoom webinar, and they are available
free of charge under limiting conditions. There is no online distribution of
“Individual Presentation”.



Access
Campus map is available at:
https://www.ryukoku.ac.jp/english2/about/access/seta.html
(venue is building 8, bus stop is No. 27 in the map)

Nearest train station: Seta (JR)

From Seta station to venue: take the bus No. 11 (for Ryukoku University), 111
(for Otsushi Kosetsu Ichiba via Ryukoku University), or 311 (for Daigaku
Byoin via Ryukoku University). All buses departs from platform 3.

You can search your route at:
Japan Transit Planner https://world.jorudan.co.jp/mln/en/?sub_lang=nosub

On Sunday (Oct. 23), Japanese Kanji aptitude test will be held at the same
venue and buses for examinee are chartered. Be sure not to take the bus for
examinee.

You cannot use a transportation IC card (eg. SUICA) for bus charge.

Note
Store (in Chiko-kan bld.) and cafeteria (in Seiun-kan bld.) in campus are only
available at around noon of Oct. 22nd, so it is highly recommended to bring
your lunch by yourself. There is not any convenience store nor restaurant
within 10 minutes walking area from the campus.

Child day care service will be available upon your request. 5,000 yen will be
charged for one-day-one-child use and 3,000 yen for half-day use. If you want
to use this service, be sure to contact to the following e-mail address by
September 19th with the information of your children (age and number of your
children, when to use the service): Akiko Kaneko <akaneko@agr.ryukoku.ac.jp>
If there is no request by the deadline aforementioned, this service will not be
available.

2. Individual Oral Presentation
[October 22, 9:00-12:00 / October 23, 9:00-14:00, 16:00-17:00]

2-1 The time allocated for each presentation is 30 minutes (20 minutes for
presentation and 10 minutes for discussion).

2-2 The lead presenter of the oral presentation must be a member of ARAFE and
pay the 2022 annual membership fee before the application deadline (August
22,2022).

For non-members who wish to present their papers, please request the
ARAFE Secretariat to send the membership application forms as soon as
possible (the application form can be downloaded from the ARAFE website).



Each applicant is eligible to be the lead presenter of ONE oral
presentation only.

2-3 For the instruction of applications, see Appendix 1. Please be careful
about the submission and application methods.

2-4 There is a competition for excellent oral presentations to promote the
research activities of members who are still younger than 37 years old on
October 22, 2022 (for the rules of commendation and the procedures for
selection, see the ARAFE website). For the application, please see the
instruction of the application for the prize in Appendix 2.

[Appendix 1] Instruction for Presenters of Oral Presentations

1. Preparing the Abstract

1-1 Please confirm the sample of the format on the ARAFE website
<https://a-rafe.org/>

1-2 The file of the abstract written with a word processor must be converted
into PDF format (A4 size, one page).

1-2-1  The file name must be written as in the following examples:

Examples;
For asingle presenter, XX University_Presenter’s Name.pdf
For more than one presenter, XX University_Presenter’s Name others.pdf

1-2-2  The name of the organization must be written as in the following
examples.

Examples;
For the faculty member, XX University, XX Research Institute
For the graduate student, Graduate School of XX University
For the undergraduate student, Faculty of XX University
For the JSPS post-doctoral fellow, JSPS post-doctoral fellow of XX university

2. Applying for the oral presentation

2-1 The applications for oral presentations and submissions of abstracts must be
sent via internet.

- Go to the website < URL: https://business.form-mailer.jp/fms/ebc136a9173043>
- Enter the password <20220822>.

- You will find the English description.

- You must upload an abstract of your presentation at the end of this procedure.
- *Please see the sample format in the ARAFE website

- <https://a-rafe.org/uploads/file/file_20200701121618.docx>.
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- The file of abstract written by word processor must be converted into a PDF file
(A4 size, one page).
- You must finish the procedure by 11:59 pm on August 22, 2022.

2-2 If you are planning to make slide-show presentation, you must submit the PDF
file by 11:59 pm on October 14, 2022. (Please note that PPT file cannot be used)

- Go to the website < https://business.form-mailer.jp/fms/9b6£3b99173045 >.
- Enter the password <20221014> and click [sending].
- You will find the English description.

2-3 If you are planning to submit the manuscript for Short Paper, you must prepare
a “presubmission manuscript” and send it by 11:59 pm on October 14, 2022, to the
URL below:

- Go to the website < https://business.form-mailer.jp/fms/2e5e7cff173044 >.
- Enter the password <20221014> and click [sending].
- You will find the English description.

* Files must be 3MB or smaller. Files greater than 3MB cannot be accepted.
* It cannot be accepted after the deadline.

[Appendix 2] Applying for the Excellent Presentation Prize

1. To apply for this prize, a presubmission manuscript for Short Paper should
be sent according to the procedures described in 2-3 above. If you do not send
the manuscript for Short Paper, you cannot apply for this prize.

2. The lead oral presenters, who apply for this prize, must be younger than 37
years old on October 22, 2022.

For further inquiries, regarding oral presentation and the excellent presentation
prize, please contact:
Planning Affairs of ARAFE

E-mail: arfe-plan2021[at]googlegroups.com (*please replace [at] to @)

For further inquiries, submission of the manuscript for Short Paper please contact:
Editorial Board of ARAFE
E-mail: editors-arfe [at] nacos.com (*please replace [at] to @)



