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Transformation towards Sustainable Agriculture, Rural Communities, and
Ecosystems: Reviewing Global Trends and Local Realities based on Inter-
disciplinary Approaches

In the recent decades, sustainability of agriculture, rural communities, and ecosystems face
significant challenges under climate change, globalization, urbanization, and environmental
degradation. To respond to this crisis of agri-food system as well as the whole society, the
governments, business circle, and grassroots farmers’ and civil society movements promote
alternative solutions in different ways such as agroecology, farm diversification, digitalization,
climate resilient agriculture. The Authorities of Japan, the US, and EU declared their new
strategies to transform the current agri-food system to be ecologically, socially, and
economically sustainable between 2019-2021. The UN Food Systems Summit of 2021 is a part of
these initiatives. However, the global farmers’” and civil society groups firmly contest the way
in which these initiatives promote and claim that ecological farming and localized food systems
and associated traditional knowledge of farmers, including small-scale family farmers and
indigenous peoples, deserve to be placed in the center of the debates.

To learn from the global trends of latest research, this symposium invites three experts of
agroecology and Participatory Guarantee Systems, digital agriculture and farm diversification,
and resilience of small-scale farmers to present the concepts, related studies, policies, debates,
and controversies. Dwelling on their rich research experiences in different disciplines: sociology
of agriculture and food, resource and environmental economics, development economics, we
invite participants to get involved in inter-disciplinary debates. The symposium is the second
round of two consecutive symposia to be held from 2021 to 2022 while the former focusses on
the global trends, the latter focusses on local realities.

Symposium Organizers: Executive Board Members for Internationalization of ARA FE

Prof. MAHARJAN Keshav Lall (Hiroshima University)
Asso. Prof. MASUDA Tadayoshi (Kindai University)
Prof. SEKINE Kae (Aichi Gakuin University)

Welcome Address: President of ARAFE, ASAMI Atsuyuki (Kyoto University)
President of JSOAS, TANIGUCHI Yoshimitsu (Akita Prefectural University)

Presentation 1: Innovations for Sustainable Food Systems: Focusing on Agroecology and
Participatory Guarantee Systems
LOCONTO Allison Marie (INRAE)

Presentation 2: Rural Perspectives on Digital Agriculture: The Case of On-Farm
Diversification
Matteo Metta (University of Pisa/University of Gent)

Presentation 3: Building Resilience for Food and Nutrition Security in Africa: Focusing on
Small-Scale Farmers
UMETSU Chieko, Prof. Emeritus (Kyoto University) (Presenter)
MIURA Ken, Assist. Prof. (Kyoto University)

Commentators: MURAMOTO Joji (University of California)
NANSEKI Teruaki (Kyushu University)
Steven McGreevy (University of Twente)

Closing Remarks: Chair: Prof. MAHARJAN Keshav Lall (Hiroshima University)
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